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No one has escaped the ef-
fects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, most especially the 
victims of the virus and their 
dear families. The basic secu-
rity of family and community 
life has been disrupted. In a 
sense, we have all “been taken 
to a place we never wanted to 
go.”  

On a positive note, that 
“place” could be the renewed 
discovery of what it is about 
your life and relationships 
that matters most – perhaps, 
even a deeper glimpse of the 
Father’s abundant concern for 
you!  

Yes, the Good News is that we 
have never been left alone.  
God’s care for us has been in 
evidence through the sacrifice 
and compassion of human be-
ings who have rolled up their 
sleeves and have “done what 
has to be done!”  

And, our dear ones who have 
passed from this life have, 
we believe, entered into the 
eternal embrace of God.

Here at SOMA, we adjusted to 
work conditions that respect-
ed social distancing and to 
considerable reliance on the 
ubiquitous Zoom Call!  

Thank goodness that we were 
able to maintain contact 
across the continent(s)! Zoom 
presented a ‘no excuse’ op-
portunity for calling together 
Spiritans and other colleagues 
in order to engage in healthy 
dialogue and to figure out 
how things can work better 
as we emerge from the sit-
uations occasioned by the 
pandemic. I can report that we 
have put this time to good use 
in our long-range planning.

MESSAGE FROM  
THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Dear Friends of SOMA,

I am pleased that we are able to send you this Annual Report of SOMA’s activities for 2020. We 
have continued to help Spiritan missionaries despite the cancellation of a major fundraising 
event here in Houston. 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT

In this annual report, please 
note stories of how your 
support has changed lives. We 
were able to respond to pleas 
from Spiritans on the ground, 
for emergency food assistance 
in Fonte Boa, Amazonia and 
medical supplies in Yabello, 
Borena Region, Ethiopia. 

We have been able to contin-
ue support for the construc-
tion of a kitchen/catering 
facility to provide nutritious 
meals for students and a 
source of income to support 
tuition and facility upkeep 
at the Spiritan-administered 
Libermann Primary School in 
a desperately poor area of Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania.  

Please review this report and 
share with us any thoughts or 
suggestions of how you think 
that we can improve our per-
formance and more adequate-
ly serve the needs our Spiritan 
missionaries and the people 
to whom they minister.

2



BUILDING COMMUNITY IN 
PARTS OF THE WORLD THAT 
ARE OFTEN NEGLECTED

“The evangelization of the ‘poor’ 
is our purpose. We go to those 
who haven’t yet heard the  
message of the Gospel, to those 
whose needs are greatest, to 
those who are oppressed. We 
willingly accept tasks for which 
the Church has difficulty  
finding workers.

—Spiritan Rule of Life #4
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Preschool students at Little Sisters of Saint 
Francis Nursery School in Kibera (Nairobi,  
Kenya) enjoyed the simple pleasure of a  
banana, something that many of us take for 
granted in our daily lives. Thanks to your 
prayers and gifts, food supplies were given to 
these children and their families. Thank you for 
making a difference!



OUR VISION 
AND IMPACT

2020 ANNUAL REPORT

Based in Houston, Texas,  
SOMA’s mission is to support 
the missionary, educational, 
pastoral, humanitarian, and 
charitable projects and pro-
grams of the Congregation 
of the Holy Spirit, both in the 
United States and internation-
ally. 

SOMA operates under the 
auspices of Sharelink-Spiritan 
Worldwide Aid Foundation, 
Inc. (The Spiritan Foundation). 

Our support includes financial 
assistance; solicitation, man-
agement and receipt of funds; 
technical support to Spiritan 
missionaries overseas; and 
support for the elderly and 
infirm members of the Con-
gregation. 

Conscious that our Congrega-
tion is dedicated to the Holy 
Spirit, we aspire to the liber-
ating values reflected in the 
acronym SPIRIT:

Solidarity with the poor and 
disinherited peoples we serve 

Preservation and advance-
ment of environmental and 
spiritual stewardship 

Integrity in all that we do 

Respect for the human 
person, their families and 
multi-cultures 

Inclusivity of the varied so-
ciology-cultural contexts that 
we encounter 

Transparency in our financial 
transactions

In the past year, SOMA dis-
tributed $181,944 in project 
funds to 14 countries. Follow-
ing are highlights of the some 
of these successful projects:

SPIRITAN SCHOOL  
SANITATION PROJECT
Sultan Hamud, Kenya

Opened in 2014, the Spiritan 
School in Sultan Hamud, Ken-
ya serves children of under-
privileged families in the area. 

More than 40% of the stu-
dents attend school through 
a sponsorship program. The 
school has shown great suc-
cess, with 90% of graduates 
securing placement in college. 

In 2015, SOMA provided 
funds for 10 pit latrine toilets, 
ensuring good hygiene habits 
and creating a dignified study 
environment for the 450+ 
students and staff. 

This past year, thanks to 
contributions from our do-
nors, SOMA was able to pro-
vide funds for an additional 
eight pit latrines. The project 
came at an ideal time to help 
the school meet required 
COVID-19 protocols to keep 
students safe. 
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Guided by the Holy Spirit, Spiritans go to the people not primarily to accomplish a task, but 
rather to be with them, walk beside them, listen to them, and share our faith with them. 

Fr. Don McEachin, C.S.Sp., at Nuestra Senora de la Esperanza in the Dominican Republic
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SPIRITANS 
GO WHEREVER 
THE NEED 
IS GREATEST.
“We must first—through education 
and community service—help the  
oppressed and disadvantaged over-
come the problems that make each 
day a struggle. This service becomes 
our witness to God’s love for the poor.”

LIBERMANN SCHOOL  
KITCHEN PROJECT
Kipawa, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
 
Constructed in a large part 
through the generous gifts of 
the Wilkinson Family Founda-
tion, the Liberman Pre- & Pri-
mary English Medium school 
opened in 2007. 

Run by the Spiritans, the 
school provides education 
to children of disadvantaged 
families in the Kipawa area. 

burning source with reliable 
natural gas and electricity. 
The kitchen and dining room 
will serve not only the school 
children, but also members 
of the local community and 
parishioners of Kipawa Parish.

EMERGENCY FOOD  
DISTRIBUTION
Fonte Boa, Amazonas, Brazil
 
An emergency food distri-
bution was established to 
support mostly self-employed 

After initial construction 
of suitable classrooms and 
facilities, the need for modern 
information and communica-
tion technologies emerged 
and in 2015, the Wilkinson 
Family Foundation generously 
provided a grant to purchase 
47 computers. 

In 2020, construction contin-
ued on the kitchen and din-
ing project. The project will 
replace the expensive and 
harmful charcoal and firewood 

Continued on page 6

Frs. Greg Olikenyi, C.S.Sp., and Gabriel Okonkwo, C.S.Sp., outside of the 
newly-completed Holy Ghost Hospital expansion in Mgbidi, Nigeria



MORE SUCCESS
STORIES
Continued from page 5
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workers (farmers, traders, etc.), 
who lost their income due to 
COVID-19. 

The project focused on cases 
of extreme need; specifically, 
individuals who could not 
have access to goverment aid 
and were struggling to feed 
their families. 

In total, 176 food packages 
were delivered thanks to the 
support of SOMA’s donors. The 
contents included rice, beans, 
noodles, oil, flour, salt, sugar, 
coffee, canned pork and beef, 
canned milk, and biscuits. 

In 2020, SOMA supported 
seven pandemic-related emer-

gency projects like this in 
Brazil, Kenya, and Tanzania.

DHADIM MEDICAL CENTER
Yabello, Ethiopia

The Dhadim Medical Clinic 
opened in 1981 under the 
management of the Medical 
Missionaries of Mary, who 
were invited to the facility by 
the Spiritans. 

Years later, the Spiritans as-
sumed responsibility for the 
operation of the clinic. The 
clinic staff treat patients for 
diseases like malaria, tubercu-
losis, HIV/AIDS and STDs. Pre- 
and post-natal care is also in 
great demand. 
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Thanks to generous donations, 
SOMA was able to provide 
enough medicine and sup-
plies for approximately 6,000 
patients. 

SPIRITAN HOUSE
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Remarkable growth in Spiritan 
vocations in Asia has resulted 
in the purchase of property 
in Hoc Mon, Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam, to construct a single 
Spiritan facility to serve as a 
base for the superior and the 
bursar, the postulant com-
munity and as a welcoming 
community for visitors and for 
confreres returning from Pas-
toral Missionary Experience 
and from other studies.

Architectural drawings have 
been completed, and fundrais-
ing continues towards eventu-
al construction once govern-
ment entities approve moving 
forward.

None of this would be pos-
sible without your generous 
support over the years for 
seminarians in Asia. 

Frs. Duc Luong. C.S.Sp., and Joseph L. Nguyen, C.S.Sp., with seminarians in Vietnam
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$181,944 
 distributed in project funds

14  
countries received support

FINANCIALS

GIVING  
LEVELS

FUNDS  
DISTRIBUTION

DONATION  
DESIGNATION

$224,111 
gifts received

Spiritan Day of Giving | $35,295
Unrestricted | $30,776
Bequests | $25,000
Vietnam Formation | $22,815
Vietnam Children | $20,450
Vietnam Rel. Scholarship | $18,000
Tanzania Church Construction | $15,800
Vietnam Building | $10,610
Kenya Christian Communities | $10,000
Other Projects <$10,000 | $35,364

Seminarian Formation—37%
Mission Structure Repairs—13%
Healthcare, Sanitation, Water—18%
Evangelization, Pastoral Care—20%
Famine, Drought Relief—12%

Greater than $5,000
$4,999—$1,000
$999—$500
$499—$250
$249—$100
Less than $100

The Congregation of the Holy 
Spirit is a nonprofit organiza-
tion established for exclusive-
ly religious, charitable, and 
educational purposes within 
the meaning of section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986. All contribu-
tions are tax deductible. EIN 
#53-0259602. Students at the Libermann School in Kipawa are ready for recess!
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Bethel Park, PA 15102 
412.831.0302

Contact Us

SPIRITANS
ONE HEART, ONE SPIRIT

Spiritans.org

1,000  
Maasai heard the Word of the Gospel at 

Saints Peter and Paul mission 
outstation in Arusha, Tanzania

8 
pit latrines were built, serving 540 

students at a Spiritan secondary school 
in Sultan Hamud, Kenya

Medical equipment was shipped to the 
new Spiritan Hospital in Mgbidi, Nigeria, 
including the facility’s first ultrasound 
machine

Advisory Board
Thank you to the 2020 SOMA  
Advisory Board Members:

Mr. John Boyles
Fr. Huy Dinh, C.S.Sp.
Fr. Jeffrey Duaime, C.S.Sp.
Dr. Richard Gosser
Fr. Michael Grey, C.S.Sp.
Ms. Roz Hill
Mr. James G. Miller
Fr. Donald Nesti, C.S.Sp.
Mr. Steve Patterson
Mr. Bruce Wilkinson

A seminary chapel roof was built in 
Nsukka, Nigeria

780  
students at a Spritan school in Dhadim, 
Ethiopia have new desks and benches

1,580  
people received food and supplies in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic

15  
secondary school-age girls received 
school tuition for a year in Rembek, 
South Sudan

2020 IMPACT 
HIGHLIGHTS

Scan to Donate:


